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Preface 

Yojana, July 2018: Resurgent India 

 

No one can deny the importance of value addition in the answer writing of CSE mains to get 

good marks. The magazines like Yojana become essential in this aspect. It is a repository of 

good points, data, facts and statements which can be used directly to score good marks. 

Many a times, direct questions are picked up from Yojana in essays or general studies 

papers. Moreover, it provides you with the good, in-depth and holistic understanding of the 

specific issue covered with almost all the analytical aspects related to the issue. It helps you 

in answering questions in mains exam which are becoming more and more analytical. Even 

in prelims exam, we find statements picked up from Yojana.  

All this indicates inevitability of reading magazines like Yojana. Though reading whole 

magazine has its advantages, but one also has to keep in mind the time available. For this, 

one can choose to read the summary of magazine which also ensures the manageability of 

information which can be stored in mind and easily reproduced in exam.  Our presented 

work is an effort in that direction only. It will equip you with all important points and 

analysis related to the topic which can be used directly in exam to score well.  

 

The present issue is a summary of Yojana, July 2018 edition which discusses important 

aspects about developmental journey of India. We believe it will prove highly beneficial to 

aspirants in ensuring highest return for the time invested.  

 

All the best ☺ 
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Affordable Housing: Future of Urban Development 
 

The Prime Minister, addressing the Parliament just a month after being elected, said, “By 

the time the nation completes 75 years of its independence, every family will have a pucca 

house with water connection, toilet facilities, 24*7 electricity supply and access”. Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) or Affordable Housing for All mission was launched to achieve 

this vision.  

 

• The mission was divided into two parts – PMAY (Gramin), which came under Ministry 

of Rural Development and PMAY (Urban), which came under Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs.  

• The target for PMAY (Urban), launched in June 2015, is to build approximately 1.2 

crore affordable homes in the urban centres by the year 2022. The Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs has already sanctioned the construction of over 47.5 lakh 

homes and over 8 lakh homes have been completed and handed over to the 

respective beneficiaries.  

 

Embracing Urbanization 

• For much of India’s post-independence history, the country was labelled as a 

‘reluctant’ urbanizer. The reluctance was predicated on the fact that agriculture was 

the economy’s mainstay.  

• Today while agriculture employs over 40% of India’s workforce, its contribution to 

India’s Gross Value Added has fallen to 16.4%. On the other hand, the contribution 

of services has significantly increased to 55.2%. By its very nature, the services sector 

resides in the urban areas.  

• Given the growing aspirations of India’s citizens, it is natural they would seek 

employment in services and thereby seek out urban centres – it is estimated that by 

2030 almost 40% of India’s population will live in Indian cities.  

• Therefore, government has embraced urbanization. Elements of goal 11 of SDGs, 

titles “make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”, 

were incorporated by India in its development efforts and plans even before the 



 

 

SDGs and 2030 developmental agenda were formally adopted by the UN in 2015. 

Moreover, while the SDGs seek to achieve their objectives by 2030, PMAY (U) looks 

to ensure each Indian has a home by 2022.  

• PMAY (U) seeks to build homes, not merely houses. Under PMAY (U), Families not 

only have a roof over their heads, but have access to all amenities that will allow 

them to lead a life of dignity, security and prosperity.   

 

PMAY (U) Implementation 

• The implementation of PMAY (U) is undertaken through four verticals –  

✓ in-situ slum redevelopment;  

✓ Affordable housing in partnership (AHP);  

✓ Credit linked subsidy scheme (CLSS) and  

✓ Beneficiary led consortium (BLC).  

• Through these verticals, the mission covers the entire canvas of affordable housing – 

from slum dweller living in inhumane conditions; to those belonging to economically 

weaker sections and middle-income groups who need affordable banking finance; 

and to those who own a piece of land but require additional funding to build their 

house.  

• By offering a bouquet of options to choose from, the PMAY (U) makes a significant 

departure from previous top-down models. It trusts the judgement of beneficiary to 

make most optimal decision based on her needs.  

• PMAY (U) is based on the cooperative federalism model – in earlier housing 

schemes, the state governments needed the federal government to approve their 

projects. Under PMAY (U), the state governments themselves accord these 

approvals, with only minor suggestions if any, made at the central level. 

 

 

Government as Catalyst 

• The central government has chosen to play the role of a catalyst – the budget for 

2017-18, affordable housing was given infrastructure status and the budget for 



 

 

2018-19 institutionalized an Affordable Housing Fund under the national housing 

bank to boost financing in the sector.  

 

Regulatory Framework 

• The real estate sector in India has historically been characterised as one where 

unscrupulous behaviour is rewarded, and honesty punished.  

• To put an end to this, the government enacted the Real Estate (Regulation and 

Development) Act 2016 or RERA. RERA institutionalized for the first time a regulator 

for the real estate sector.  

• The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, which bars wilful defaulters from submitting a 

resolution plan, and which puts the home buyer alongside financial creditors, has 

given a further fillip to weed out corrupt actors in the sector. 

 

PMAY (U) epitomizes the seismic shifts taking place in our urban centres and the efforts that 

are being made to make Indian cities best in their class. It is anchored in the vision of ‘Ease 

of Living’, is predicated on ‘Sabka saath, Sabka vikas’ or Development for All.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Meeting the Energy Needs of the Future 

 

The renewable energy sector in India has emerged as an integral part of the solution to 

meet the nation’s energy needs. The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has 

taken several steps for a clean energy future by taking up the largest renewable capacity 

expansion programme in the world. 

• Till March 2018, a capacity addition of 37.33 GW of renewable energy has been 

reported during the last four years with a total of 69 GW renewable energy installed 

capacity.   

• In order to achieve the target of 175 GW by the year 2022, the Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy launched schemes on  

✓ development of wind-solar hybrid power projects,  

✓ onshore wind power projects,  

✓ biomass power and bagasse cogeneration,  

✓ biomass gasifier for industries,  

✓ scheme for development of solar parks and ultra-mega solar power projects, 

grid connected solar PV power plants on canal banks and canal tops and  

✓ biogas based grid power generation programme.  

• Among all, the National Solar Mission is the most ambitious program which aims to 

promote solar energy for power generation with an aim of making levelized cost of 

solar energy competent with coal/gas-based power generation. Historical low tariffs 

for solar (Rs. 2.44/unit) and wind (Rs. 2.64/unit) was achieved through transparent 

bidding and facilitation giving a big push to the renewable sector. 

• The government is promoting renewable energy by providing generation-based 

incentives, capital and interest subsidies, viability gap funding, concessional finance, 

fiscal incentives etc. for providing financial support to various schemes.  

• MNRE has taken steps like  

✓ amendments to the Electricity Act and Tariff Policy for strong enforcement of 

Renewable Purchase Obligation (RPO) and for providing Renewable 

Generation Obligation (RGO),  

✓ evacuation of renewable energy through green energy corridor project,  



 

 

✓ incorporating measures in Integrated Power Development Scheme (IPDS) for 

encouraging distribution companies and  

✓ making net-metering compulsory and  

✓ raising funds from bilateral and international donors as also the Green 

Climate Fund to achieve the target.   

 

Major Initiatives 

 

Solar Power 

• Capacity of the scheme for “Development of Solar Parks and Ultra Mega Solar Power 

Projects” has been enhanced from 20 GW to 40 GW.  

• Amendments in building by-laws for mandatory provision of roof top solar for new 

construction or higher floor area ratio and making roof top solar as a part of housing 

loan by banks/NHB.  

• Provision of roof top solar photovoltaic system and 10% renewable energy as 

mandatory under guidelines for development of smart cities.  

• Raising tax free solar bonds for managing equity to setup solar projects.  

• Tariff based competitive bidding process for purchase of solar power.  

• Surya-Mitra programme launched for creation of qualified technical workforce and 

over 11 thousand persons have been trained.  

 

Wind Power 

• India is globally placed at 4th position after china, USA and Germany in terms of 

wind power installed capacity.  

• The wind power potential of the country has been reassessed by the National 

Institute for Wind Energy (NIWE). It has been estimated to be 302 GW at 100-meter 

hub-height.  

• India has long coastline where there is a good possibility for developing offshore 

wind power projects. The cabinet has cleared the National Offshore Wind Energy 

Policy.  

 



 

 

Bio-Energy 

• Central financial assistance for biomass power project includes installations from 

biomass combustion, biomass gasification and bagasse co-generation. 

• Promotion of off-grid biogas power project for captive power generation.  

• Family size biogas plants mainly for rural and semi-urban households are setup 

under the National Biogas and Manure Management Programme (NBMMP). 

 

Amendments in Tariff Policy 

• Enhancement in solar renewable purchase obligations to 8% by March 2022. 

• Introduction of renewable generation obligation for new coal/lignite based thermal 

plants.  

• Bundling of renewable power for ensuring affordable renewable electricity.  

• Waving off inter-state transmission charges for solar and wind power.  

 

Green Energy Corridor 

• Intra-state transmission system is being implemented by 8 renewable rich states 

with a purpose is to evacuate approx. 20,000 MW of large scale renewable power.  

 

Other Initiatives 

• Formation of International Solar Alliance (ISA) which became a legal entity in 

December 2017. India has been playing a leading role in the International Renewable 

Community along with France, with its headquarters in India. ISA is an international 

body of 121 countries lying between Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn.  

• Bank loans up to Rs. 15 crores will be given for purposes like solar based and 

biomass-based power generators, wind power systems, micro-hydel plants and for 

renewable energy based public utilities viz. street lighting systems and remote village 

electrification. 

• Foreign Direct Investment up to 100% is permitted under the automatic route for 

renewable energy generation and distribution projects.  

 

 



 

 

Involving Youth in Community Welfare 
 

Youth has been defined in the National Youth Policy, 2014 as a person in the age group of 15 

to 29 years. The word “Youth” has 3 clear connotations: (i) It refers to the particular age 

group, (ii) it indicates a group of individuals who are at a transitory stage from the point of 

view of education and employment, (iii) it also means an age group that has special social, 

cultural and psycho-somatic factors affecting their life.    

  

Priority Areas for the Group 

National Youth Policy, 2014 identifies the objectives and the priority areas:  

 

 

 

Here two priority areas are discussed:  

(i) Promotion of social values 

(ii) Community engagement 

 

Promotion of Social Value 



 

 

• Youth constitute the productive workforce and with experience would become the 

leaders in their respective walks of life. The youth today talks about development, 

communication, engagements, opportunities to demonstrate their potential 

irrespective of their nativity or ethnicity.  

• This similarity obtains mainly because India as a nation has one distinct culture and 

centres on certain traditions and customs that have been preserved through the 

ages, which constitute the social values.   

• These social values are the binding material for the Indian society in general and the 

Indian youth in particular. 

 

Community engagement 

• Community engagement indeed traverses through a diverse arena of activities as the 

activities undertaken by National Service Scheme (NSS) and Nehru Yuva Kendra 

Sangathan (NYKS) demonstrate.   

• Youth represent the largest segment of population that can be mobilized community 

service.  

• Department of Youth Affairs has two main organizations under it, namely, Nehru 

Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) and National Service Scheme (NSS) which help 

organize community engagement of the youth, on voluntary basis.  

 

Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) 

NYKS launched in 1972 is one of the largest youth organisations in the world. The objective 

is to develop the personality and leadership qualities of the youth and to engage them in 

nation-building activities such as: 

• Training on youth leadership and community development 

• Youth Convention and Yuva Kriti   

•  Yuva Aadarsh Gram Vikas Karyakram   

• Tribal Youth Exchange Programme 

• Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Programme:  

✓ The programme was announced on 31st October 2015, the 140th birth 

anniversary of Sardar Patel.  



 

 

✓ It aims to promote the spirit of national integration through a deep and 

structured engagement between all Indian states and union territories 

through a yearlong planned engagement between states, to showcase the 

rich heritage and culture of either state for enabling people to understand 

and appreciate the diversity of India.  

✓ The programme is under administrative coordination by the Ministry of HRD.  

 

National Service Scheme (NSS) 

• NSS was launched in 1969 with the primary objective of developing the personality 

and character of the student youth through voluntary community service. ‘Education 

through Service’ is the purpose of the NSS.  

• The ideological orientation of the NSS is inspired by the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Very appropriately, the motto of NSS is ‘Not Me, But You’.  

• Activities under NSS: To render community service in the areas such as volunteers 

education, health, family welfare and sanitation, environment conservation, social 

service programmes, programmes for improving the status of  women etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Farmers’ Welfare: Priority with Commitment 
 

Millions of diligent farmers are the mainstay of Indian economy; however, their welfare 

remained a marginalised issue. The Prime Minister gave has the target to double farmers’ 

income by 2022 when India celebrates its 75th year of Independence. In pursuance, Ministry 

of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare devised a seven-point strategy which includes critical 

and potential components for increasing the income of farmers.  

(i) Increase in production 

(ii) Effective use of input cost 

(iii) Reduction of post-harvest losses 

(iv) Value Addition 

(v) Reforms in Agriculture Marketing 

(vi) Risk, Security and Assistance 

(vii) Promotion of Allied Activities 

 

Marketing Mantras 

• In the budget 2018-19 the government announced to keep MSP of all 23 major rabi 

and kharif crops at least one and half times of their production cost.  

• However, it is essential to back up this announcement by devising a mechanism that 

ensures purchase at MSP even if price of agriculture produce falls below the MSP in 

open market.  

•  ‘Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana’ (Price-deficit financing scheme) launched by Madhya 

Pradesh Government hedges price risk of eight agricultural commodities in case of 

market fluctuations. Encouraging ground reports suggest replication of this scheme 

in other states as well. 

• The government launched electronic National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) in 2015 

with the objective of easing licensing and taxation obstacles and enhancing farmers’ 

suppressed returns. So far, 585 APMCs of 16 states and 2 UTs have joined the 

platform which is facilitating online trade of nearly 90 agricultural commodities. 

However, farmers having no access to APMCs were deprived of e-NAM benefits. 

More than 99 lakh farmers and 1 lakh traders are using this facility actively. 



 

 

• Recently the government decided to develop and upgrade 22,000 rural haats into 

Gramin Agricultural Markets (GrAMs). These GrAMs electronically linked to e-NAM 

will be exempted from regulations of APMCs so that farmers of even remote areas 

may have access to e-NAM benefits. 

• Government has sanctioned an Agri-Market Infrastructure Fund with a corpus of Rs. 

2000 crore.  

 

Value Addition Facilities 

• Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana is a flagship programme which aims at 

welfare and prosperity of farmers by providing processing and value addition 

facilities along with marketing support. The scheme is establishing and 

operationalising Mega Food Parks, expanding integrated Cold Chain and value 

addition infrastructure, expanding food processing and preservation capacities, and 

creating backward and forward linkages to benefit farmers.  

• Government is encouraging and promoting the food processing sector by providing 

various tax incentives, allowing 100% FDI and creating a special corpus in NABARD of 

Rs. 2,000 crores by providing easy loans to agri-processing units. 

• Government has recently launched ‘Operation Greens’ on the lines of ‘Operation 

Flood’. Under this scheme, agri-logistics, processing facilities and professional 

management for marketing of perishable crops (tomato, onion and potato) will be 

promoted to safeguard interest of farmers and consumers as well.  

 

Financing Farmers 

• Government is steadily increasing the volume of institutional credit for agricultural 

sector.  

• Recently the facility of Kisan Credit Cards was extended to fisheries and animal 

husbandry farmers to help them meet their working capital needs. 

• The new Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act, 2016 (developed by NITI Aayog) offers 

a bunch of benefits to lessee cultivators. Now land tenants are entitled to obtain 

loans from financial institutions, crop insurance, disaster relief or any other benefits 

provided by Central or State Government.  



 

 

Towards Secured Livelihood 

• Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bhima Yojana was launched to protect farmers against risks 

such as natural calamities, attack of pests and diseases etc. 

• The far and wide network of Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) is regularly organising 

training and demonstrations at field level on identified climate-smart technologies. 

KVKs have also established 151 climate smart villages which now act as models for 

other villages and farmers.  

• National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture is also active on dissemination of 

climate change related information and knowledge through its networks. 

 

Integrated Farming Models 

• Integrated farming models, which appropriately and synergically blend field crops 

with horticulture, animal husbandry and aquaculture, have potential to secure 

livelihood of farmers even during adverse conditions.  

• Also, this new farming approach increases profitability per unit of land and 

minimizes risk by assuring income from one or other farming component.  31 such 

midels have been developed by scientists in last 4 years suitable to different agro-

climatic regions.  

   

Add-ons to Income 

• Various ancillary agricultural activities which have shown promise in adding income 

to farmers are now being emphasised. 

✓ Increased financial allocations and establishment of Integrated Bee Keeping 

Development Centres have given a fresh impetus to honey production.  

✓ Government reclassified bamboo (often referred to as “Green Gold) as Grass 

making it free for cultivation, harvest, transport and its use as raw material 

for handicrafts. A re-structured National Bamboo Mission was also launched.   

✓ Support is being provided to farmers for growing mushroom. 

✓ Government is also encouraging backyard poultry, piggery and pisciculture 

in ponds for additional income to farmers. 



 

 

✓ Under an innovative scheme ‘Mera Gaon, Mera Gaurav’, agricultural 

scientists in groups of four each, are selected and adopting five villages for 

demonstration of new technologies in agriculture and allied activities.   

 

Government is sincerely pursuing the goal of ‘doubling farmers’ income by 2022’ by placing 

appropriate policies, programs and budgetary allocations. The need is for all the 

stakeholders such as central and state governments, cooperatives, farmers’ organisations, 

related industries and farmers to work in unison and synergically in mission mode.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Targeting Economic Offenders 

 

After liberalisation and globalisation, the growth of Indian businesses and their need for 

capital has led to erstwhile conservative banks to give loans to their clients in good faith in 

expectation of growth. Unfortunately, they are now feeling the pinch in many ways.   

 

Despite the existence of the IPC, Prevention of Corruption Act and Prevention of Money 

Laundering Act, a specific act targeting economic offenders is the need of the hour. Hence 

the government announced a specific law targeting fugitive economic offenders in the 

budget which would give government powers to seize properties and appropriate the sale 

proceeds toward the loan creditors.  

 

Rationale and Preamble 

• Many of the defaulting fraudsters flee the country.  The existing legal mechanisms 

like civil and criminal provisions of law are not entirely adequate to deal with these 

severe problems that have a critical impact on the economy.  

• The legislation tries to address the loopholes and lacunae in the present laws and lay 

down clear cut and stringent measures to deal with these economic offenders who 

flee the country and are in effect fugitives from the law.   

• Non-conviction-based asset confiscation for corruption related cases are enabled 

under the provisions of the United Nations Convention.  

• The bill aims to provide measures to deter fugitive economic offenders from evading 

the process of law in India by staying outside the jurisdiction of Indian courts and to 

preserve the sanctity of rule of law in India.  

 

The Bill 

• The Bill brings under purview Those cases where the total value of economic 

offences is Rs.100 crore or more.  

• The bill allows for attachment of the properties of the fugitive economic offender.  

This will help the banks and other financial institutions to achieve higher recovery 

from absconding defaulter.  



 

 

• The bill proposes to give relief to the alleged offender if in case he returns to India 

prior to declaring him as a fugitive economic offender and if he submits to the 

appropriate jurisdictional Court proceedings under this legislation would cease.  

• Necessary safeguards are provided like hearing through counsel, allowing him time 

to file a reply, serving notice of summons, whether in India or abroad and appeal to 

High Court.  

• Provision has been made for appointment of an Administrator to manage and 

dispose off the property in compliance with the provisions of law.   

• There will be a Court ('Special Court' under the Prevention of Money-laundering Act, 

2002) to declare a person as a Fugitive Economic Offender.  

• A Fugitive Economic Offender means any individual against whom a warrant of 

arrest in relation to a scheduled offence has been issued by any court in India who (i) 

has left India so as to avoid criminal prosecution, or (ii) being abroad, refuses to 

return to India to face criminal prosecution. 

 

It is hoped that the bill will help the central government recover the properties of those high 

net worth individuals who have fled from the country to avoid prosecution and other legal 

proceedings after committing economic frauds. The exchequer will be bolstered after 

recovery from the sale proceeds. It is also expected to act as a deterrent to those who are 

contemplating or who are in the brink of committing economic offences and evading law.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 


